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case he was resolved to demonstrate that the constitutional
status of the Union permitted neutrality. Five ministers
supported him. General Smuts and six other ministers
favoured war for the reasons which Smuts had long ex-
pounded: the vital interests of South Africa, including the
attainment of international order, were inseparable from
those of the British Commonwealth.12 In the Assembly,
the position of Smuts was upheld by eighty votes to sixty-
seven. Hertzog resigned, and Smuts formed a government
with representatives from all political groups except the
Nationalists. The division in Parliament had followed the
traditional lines of political geography in the Union: the
representatives from strongholds of an intense Afrikander
nationalism, embracing the western Cape, the Orange Free
State, and north-western Transvaal, supported Hertzog;
those from areas which favoured a comprehensive and liberal
South Africanism, embracing the Cape peninsula, eastern
Cape province, Natal and the Witwatersrand, backed Smuts.
Hertzog and his followers inevitably drifted into collabo-
ration with the Purified Nationalists, and in less than a year
merged with them to form the Reunited Nationalist party
which, with Hertzog as leader, partially recognized a
republican ideal.13 But this reunion proved to be unstable,
and throughout the war years the Opposition lacked coher-
ence, hampered by its own conflicting passions and by internal
personal rivalries. Such weakness was evident in the general.
elections of 1943, when the Government was returned with
the most decisive majority of any administration since 1910.
Apart from the renewed emphasis upon a republic (Hertzog
himself at first repudiated such an emphasis}, nationalism
came to be expressed in other forms which threatened to
deepen cleavages within the community. A National
Economic Congress at Bloemfontein, in the autumn of
1939, declared in favour of organizing "Afrikander workers
"A description of the schism in the Government is given by one of its mem-
bers, Deneys Reitz, in No QiOspan, 236-44.
"In October, 1940, Hertzog resigned from the leadership of the new party,
being out of sympathy with the racial ideas of other prominent members. He
was then, with increasing age, losing a hold upon the younger and more ardent
Nationalists. A journalist's account of the Nationalist struggles in that period
is found in G. H. Calpin, Tkert are No South Africans.